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noxious materials; even these deviations from health may have been acci¬ 
dents, the results of other causes. 

Although I am well aware that the plans adopted do not preclude the 
possibility of error through the introduction of living organisms into the 
blood after it has left the walls of its vessels, yet I think most candid 
inquirers will admit that the fact that an increased number of moving par¬ 
ticles were visible after an increased dose of vibriones (contained in the 
draught above mentioned whose swarming population exceeded more than 
twenty times the sum total of every man, woman, and child who ivalks 
upon oar earth), and at the same time in spite of increased precautions 
which the most stubborn sceptic must acknowledge would have a tendency 
to diminish the chances of deception, goes far to prove that multitudes, 
probably millions, of infusoria, thus entering the stomach, find their way 
into the blood in a few hours, and, retaining their independent vitality, 
circulate with that vital fluid through the minutest ramifications of the 
arteries, and penetrate to every portion of the human system. And if this 
be true, how strong becomes the presumption that there are other plants 
more deleterious in their growth or more poisonous in their nature, which 
also thrive under certain circumstances within the blood, and each consti¬ 
tute the essence, the real contagium, of some so-called zymotic disease, 
as, for example, diphtheria and scarlet fever, smallpox and measles, as de¬ 
clared long ago by Prof. Salisbury, of Cleveland, and recently by Prof. 
Hallier, of Jena. 

Case of Complete Transposition of the Viscera Diagnosticated during 
Life. Reported by James H. Hutchinson, M. D., one of the Attending 
Physicians to the Pennsylvania Hospital. 

Although transposition of the viscera occurs with sufficient frequency, 
yet in most of the reported cases the condition has been recognized for the 
first time either in the dead room or on the dissecting table: in the case 
which I am about to record, the man, who is the subject of it, is still living, 
and the malposition of the organs was distinctly made out by the applica¬ 
tion of the methods of physical diagnosis. For the notes of the case I 
am indebted to Dr. I. Minis Hays. 

J. G. O’JST., set. 28, an Irishman, employed as a travelling agent by a 
publishing house, has always had good health, with the exception of the 
dyspepsia for which he is at present under treatment in the hospital, and 
of a slight illness twelve years ago, which he thinks was diagnosticated pleu¬ 
risy, but there are no signs present of that affection ever having existed. 
He is rather short in stature, his voice is weak and effeminate, and his 
manner indicates a nervous temperament. When admitted he told me 
that he could feel the heart beating on the right side of the chest, and 
asked whether it was possible that he had transposition of the viscera ; to 
which subject his attention had been directed by reading an account of two 
cases in one of the daily papers. 

Upon placing my hand over the right mammary region I felt the apex 
of the heart pulsating in the fifth interspace just within the right nipple, 
and it was in this region that the sounds of the heart were most distinctly 
heard. My interest was, of course, at once awakened in the case, and I 
made in consequence a thorough physical examination of the patient with 
the following result: entire absence of cardiac dulness over the region 
usually occupied by the heart, and its presence clearly made out in the cor¬ 
responding region on the right side; dulness due to the presence of the 
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liver on the left side, that due to the spleen on the right side; resonance 
from the cardiac extremity of the stomach on the right side; the respira¬ 
tion in the left infra-clavicular region resembled that usually heard on the 
right side—in other words, it was of the character described by Flint as 
broncho-vesicular. This region likewise furnished us with more marked 
vocal resonance and vocal fremitus than the corresponding region on the 
right side. To detect the position of the sigmoid flexure the following 
method was adopted : the right iliac region was percussed and found to be 
resonant; a large injection of water was then administered, and it was again 
percussed and found to be dull; and the dulness again gave place to reso¬ 
nance when the injection was passed. The rectum on exploration was found 
to ascend towards the right side and the right testicle to hang lower than 
the left. The man is not left handed. 

I may add that several other physicians have examined the case, and that 
all of them are entirely satisfied that transposition exists. 


DOMESTIC SUMMARY. 

Physiological Action of Oaffein and Thein. —In our No. for April last, p. 
525, we gave the results of the experiments of M. Leven in regard to the phy¬ 
siological action of caffein, and in our present No., p. 260, will be found the con¬ 
clusions of the same experimenter in regard to the action of thein. 

The Boston Med. and Surg. Journal (May 28, 1868) contains an account of 
a number of experiments made by Dr. It. Amory with the assistance of Mr. 
Fitz, with these same alkaloids. The animals experimented on were guinea 
pigs, cats, dogs, pigeons, and rabbits. The following are Dr. Amory’s conclu¬ 
sions from his experiments :— 

“ 1. That this drug poisons by exhausting the muscular contractility through¬ 
out the body, and affecting last of all the muscles of the heart. 

“ 2. That the spinal cord is that part of the nervous system principally affected, 
as shown by the convulsions in all the experiments, and, most conclusively, in 
these last experiments where the posterior train was not convulsed. 

“ To these I might add another effect: that the involuntary as well as the 
voluntary muscles were stimulated and exhausted till their death or loss of power, 
as shown by the continued discharges from the bowels and bladder, as well as 
the quickening and, secondarily, impairment of circulation and respiration. 

“With regard to its use as a therapeutic agent, there is much to say. It can 
be used where we wish to stimulate muscular and nervous action. So powerful 
an agent must also be used cautiously, and the abuse of coffee and tea should 
be guarded against. I should hope, from its peculiar action, that it may be use¬ 
ful in opium poisoning, and it is known that coffee after a dose of opium is very 
refreshing. But it must be remembered that though the primary action is exci¬ 
tant, the secondary action is depressant. It should also be borne in mind that 
coffee little roasted is soothing, and when over-roasted exciting to the nervous 
system. The dose of caffein, as used by Prof. Oppolzer in cases of nervous 
headache and hemicrania, is one grain combined with an equal weight of quinine, 
as Dr. F. B. Greenough lately informed me.” 

Gunshot Wound of the Knee-Joint with Fracture of the Patella. —Dr. Jas. 
J. Rookeb, of Castleton, Ind., records ( Western Journ. Med., May, 1868) the 
case of a farmer cet. 40, in good health, who was accidentally shot in the knee- 
joint Sept. 10, 1866. The ball entered the inside of the right knee, fracturing 
the patella into five pieces, and passing upwards and backwards, lodged in the 
thigh. An examination was made by several physicians, and every justifiable 
means to extract the ball having been used without success it was determined 
to apply cold water-dressings and to “ trust to nature.” Dr. R. saw the patient 



